
THE BENEFITS

CHECKS AND BALANCES

This would be the first time 
in Virginia’s history that 
citizens would have a voice 
in the redistricting process.

All meetings, minutes and data will 
be completely open to the public. 
This will serve as an important 
check on the commission’s work 
and allow us all to be watchdogs 
on our government.

This measure would amend 
Virginia’s Constitution, 
thereby enshrining reform for 
generations to come.

Virginia would effectively 
eliminate gerrymandering 
dominated by one party, 
moving ahead of states like
Maryland and North Carolina.

VIRGINIA’S REDISTRICTING COMMISSION PROPOSAL

For more detailed insights on this plan, check out ONEVIRGINIA2021.ORG/AMENDMENT

HOW THE COMMISSION WILL LOOK

Districts will be drawn by a commission 
comprised of 8 citizens and 8 legislators, 
with one of the citizens serving as chair.

Legislators

Citizens The citizen selection process will be politically 
balanced and the final determination of who 
serves will be made by a panel of five retired 
circuit court judges. This process is similar to 
selecting an impartial jury.

Prohibits citizen members from being 
an elected member of Congress or 
the Virginia General Assembly or a 
member of their staffs.

The make-up of the 
commission protects us from 
partisan gerrymandering by 
requiring a supermajority of 
citizens and legislators for 
approval of district maps. 

The General Assembly must approve or 
reject the commission’s map, but they are 
prohibited from amending it. Additionally, 
the Governor is excluded from the 
approval process, because it would throw 
off the partisan balance created by the 
existing framework

The amendment was created by a legislative 
conference committee, which combined 
provisions from several pieces of redistricting 
legislation being considered in 2019 – 
including the checks and balances outlined in 
the bipartisan proposal drafted with the help 
of OneVirginia2021’s Citizens Constitutional 
Amendment Committee.

In 2019, the Virginia General Assembly overwhelmingly passed a bipartisan constitutional 
amendment proposal that could create Virginia’s first redistricting commission. If it’s passed again in 
2020, this will be the most comprehensive redistricting reform to ever pass a state legislature.

This was the first crucial step toward truly reforming the way Virginia draws its legislative districts by 
including citizens in the redistricting process and correcting the hyper-partisan status quo process.

And although this bipartisan plan does not reflect every provision we urged in our original proposal, 
make no mistake: This will end partisan gerrymandering in Virginia.



HOW CAN WE FURTHER IMPROVE REDISTRICTING IN VIRGINIA?

WHAT’S NEXT? 

Even though this will be the most comprehensive redistricting legislation 
that has ever passed through a state legislature, the ultimate constitutional 
amendment proposal doesn’t completely match the plan OneVirginia2021 
initially recommended. With that, there are specific ways to statutorily 
improve the redistricting process before districts are redrawn in 2021.

Clear Criteria

When drawing districts, the commission should have strong criteria to follow that focuses on keeping our 

communities together. These rules should prohibit all forms of gerrymandering and use existing local and 

municipal boundaries for districts where possible. This would minimize split precincts and keep our 

neighborhoods together. Legislators should change the Virginia Code to ensure this type of redistricting 

criteria is included.

Citizen Applications and Representation

As it is currently written, the commission will have eight citizens chosen by the selection committee of 

retired circuit court judges. The legislative leaders in both chambers will each recommend at least 16 

candidates for this, but there are no requirements in the amendment for how they should choose citizens 

to be involved. Virginia should have an open application process that seeks a pool of potential citizen 

members that reflects the diversity of our Commonwealth. Legislators should add this open process to 

the Virginia Code to ensure the best possible representation on the commission.

Additional Transparency

The amendment already has strong transparency provisions, but there are more areas on which we could 

build. While there will be open meetings and open data, there could also be requirements for a 

user-friendly website updated in real time, webcasting committee meetings, an email portal for 

Virginians who cannot come to meetings to use, and many other ways that address the nuts and bolts of 

broad-based community engagement that could be added to this process.

The bipartisan support of substantive reform 
during the 2019 legislative session marked a 
giant leap forward to significantly improve the 
way districts are drawn in Virginia. But we still 
have a long way to go.

Looking ahead, we will continue working to 
ensure this resolution is passed again by the 
2020 General Assembly and then wins Virginia 
voters’ approval in a statewide referendum in 
November 2020.

This momentum makes our organization more 
determined than ever to end gerrymandering 
in Virginia once and for all.

78% of Virginia voters
support changing the way
redistricting is done.
(Dec. 2018, Wason Center/CNU Poll)


