
March 7,2016

Dear Friend,

We've come a long way in our fight for redistricting reform. When we started planning for this
multi-year effort, we never imagined that at this point we would be looking at bi-partisan
support in both houses of the Virginia legislature - not only support, but bi-partisan patrons of
our bills! But that is where we find ourselves. Our ideas are gaining traction in both chambers
and our opponents are resorting to more and more desperate measures to stop us. We
haven't won in the legislature yet, but we are further ahead than we had planned.

ln the courts, the news is even better. Our historic lawsuit is the first of its kind in the
Commonwealth as it's the only redistricting suit that is neither racial nor partisan in nature. We
focus, instead, on the Virginia State Constitution: in Article ll, Section 6, the requirements for
redistricting are defined as:

Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and campact territory...

Our position is that it should be more important to honor the constltution than to favor a
padicular incumbent or political party. Led by Wyatt Durrette, a former Republican
candidate for Governor, our team is suing 11 districts (6 State Senate districts drawn by
Democrats and 5 House of Delegates districts drawn by Republicans) that are the worst
offenders.

We recently got some great news. Our opponents filed a motion to keep us from seeing their
public emails about their 201'1 gerrymandering and one to delay the trial. We won both
motions!

The trial has now been set for September 12-16,2016. We've been fortunate this far and need
to keep pressing. This lawsuit on its own would mandate reform, but the pressure of the suit
also forces the hand of the General Assembly to advance legislation.

We could use your financial support to keep this project going. Our goal is to raise another
$300,000 by July, but our immediate goal is to raise $25,000 by March 15th. Contributions
are tax deductible. Thank you for your help on this important cause.

Sincerely,

Brian Cannon
Executive Director

P.S. We are building this movement and can't do it without you. lf you'd like to learn more
about our case, please visit www.onevirginia2O2l .orglcompact.

PO Box 1054 Richmond, VA 23218
804.240.9933
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