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Petersburg- State Senator Rosalyn R. Dance (D-Petersburg) today 

announced her candidacy for re-election to the State Senate (District 
16). Dance, a retired nurse and administrator at Southside Virginia 

Training Center (SVTC) who served as Mayor of Petersburg and a 
member of the House of Delegates, was elected in November to the 

senate seat formerly held by retired Senator Henry Marsh. 
  

Senator Dance said, "Holding elective office is about helping others and 
as a proud Democrat I am pleased that, working with Governor 

McAuliffe and my colleagues, I was able to achieve significant successes 
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for citizens throughout the 16th district. Among these successes, thanks 

to legislation I introduced, veterans will be able to receive community 
college credit for military classes and a legislative study will also be 

conducted to ensure we are providing the best in veteran 
services. Additionally, as a former nurse and health care professional, I 

know the importance of ensuring a safe and secure environment for all 
patients in our care. SB 1018, which I introduced, will now require that 

registered and practical nurses undergo a background check as part of 

their professional licensing requirements." 
  

"Finally, I was also the chief patron to two significant pieces of 
successful legislation that will assist in our ongoing efforts to create a 

cleaner and healthier environment for our families. My bills to increase 
net metering opportunities passed as did my legislation to allow 

localities to adopt fees and ordinances for monitoring of industrial waste. 
Both of these bills will make a positive difference right here in our 

district." 
  

"I also patroned and co-patroned some legislation that did not pass this 
year but for which I will continue to advocate.  Bills to prevent 

discrimination on the basis of sexual identity in employment and 
housing; to institute fair hiring practices for citizens with past 

convictions ("ban the box"); to allow for no excuse absentee voting; to 

increase the minimum wage; and to ensure equal pay for equal work are 
all critical issues important to me and to our community and issues I will 

fight for in the future," Senator Dance concluded. 
 

Governor McAuliffe is also a strong supporter of Senator Dance and her 
re-election bid saying, "I am glad to have such a strong partner as 

Senator Dance in the State Senate. She worked with me this Session to 
get Virginia state employees and teachers a much-deserved pay raise, 

protect public education and increase access to health care for more 
Virginians. I wholeheartedly support her re-election and look forward to 

continuing to work with her in years to come.  I know she is a fighter for 
her district and they are fortunate to have her." 

 
Senator Dance's re-election bid has been endorsed by Senator A. Donald 

McEachin, Senate Democratic Caucus Chair. Senator McEachin said, "In 

the Democratic Caucus, we are fortunate to have Senator Dance, a 
stalwart fighter for her district and our values.  In just her first Session, 

she has been extremely effective, passing legislation that will truly make 
a difference and standing alongside us as we fought for our Democratic 

values and principles. I look forward to campaigning with her and to 



having her back in the Senate." 

  
Ralph Northam, the Lieutenant Governor, who is President of the Senate 

stated, "I have known Senator Dance for a long time and I know she is a 
fighter who makes a real difference. I watched her this Session, her first 

in the Senate, stand up for public education, Medicaid expansion, voting 
rights and to help those most vulnerable. As Democrats, we are 

fortunate to have her on our team and I strongly endorse her re-

election." 
 

Attorney General Mark Herring added, "On voting rights, civil rights, 
public education, and healthcare, Rosalyn has always been there, 

fighting for the people of her district. I wholeheartedly endorse her re-
election and look forward to continuing to work with her to build our 

Party and move the Commonwealth forward." 
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