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Prince George County Democratic Committee Bylaws 

Proposed Revised Bylaws 

March 3, 2016 

Article I 

Name 

Section 1. The name of the organization shall be the Prince George 

County Democratic Committee, hereafter referred to as "The Committee". 

Article II 

Organizational Authority and Purpose 

Section 1. The Committee is organized under the authority of and in 
accordance with the Code of the State of Virginia (hereafter referred to as 

"the Code") and the Party Plan of the Democratic Party of the State of 
Virginia dated March 7, 2015 (revised December 5, 2015), hereafter 
referred to as "the Plan". Nothing contained in these bylaws is in conflict 
with either the Code or the Plan. Should any such conflict be determined to 
exist, then the Code or the Plan, as the case may be, shall have precedence. 
 

Section 2. All activities of the Committee, including mass meetings 
and conventions, shall be conducted in accordance with the relevant 
provision of the Plan as contained in Sections 8, 9, and 10 of the Plan, 

    Section 3. The duties of the Committee, and each officer and member 

thereof, shall be to seek the registration of voters, to perfect the Democratic 

organization within the County, and to do all in its power to aid in the victory 

of the Democratic Party's nominees in all elections. Committee members 

should know and understand their responsibility under Section 10.8 and the 

exception stated in Section 10.9 of the Plan. 

Article 111 

Membership 

Section 1. The Committee shall consist of two classes of membership, voting 

and associate. 
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Section 2 (a). Voting Membership: The Committee shall consist of up 
to 25 voting members elected at the mass meeting called for the purpose of 
the reconstitution of the Committee, pursuant to the Plan. Such mass meeting 
shall be held on a Saturday or on the regular meeting night of the Committee 
should the Executive Committee so select. Each precinct shall be 
represented by at least one full voting member of the Committee who shall 
be, at the of his or her election, a resident of that precinct.   
 

Section 2. (b) Voting Membership shall be limited to those persons 
signifying that they are registered to vote in Prince George County, that they 
are Democrats, that they believe in the principles of the Democratic Party, 
and that they will do all within their power to aid in the victory of 
Democratic Party nominees in all local, state and national elections. To 
maintain status as a Committee member, each member must attend at least 8 
of the 12 (75%) regular business meetings of the Committee.  The 
Committee may excuse absences for good cause in the discretion of the 
Committee. 

Section 2. (c) Vacancies of the Voting Membership of the Committee 
shall be filled and new members may be admitted at regular meetings. 
Prospective new members shall be approved by a simple majority of those in 
attendance at the meeting, and, if approved, shall become members in good 
standing. Voting privileges for any newly elected committee member shall 
accrue at the meeting in the month following that member's election to the 
committee  

Section 3. Associate Membership is open to any individual pledging 
to support the principles of the Democratic Committee including voter 
registration, getting out the vote, and supporting Democratic candidates, 
campaigns, and processes.  Residence in the locality or registration to vote in 
the locality is not required.  There is no required minimum committee 
attendance required.  Associate members may serve on subcommittees of the 
Prince George Democratic Committee, but not as a Chair of that 
subcommittee. 

Section 4. Any member, whether Voting or Associate may be removed from 

the Committee in accordance with the Plan.  The Committee may remove 

from both office and membership any person found guilty of neglect of any 

duty imposed upon him or her. Such actions shall not be taken without at least 
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ten (10) days written notice to the accused member and an opportunity for 

him or her to refute such charges in a hearing before the Committee or a 

subcommittee of the Committee. The decision of the Committee may be 

appealed to the district committee. 

 

 Section 5. Dues assessment for membership shall be levied by the 

Committee at the beginning of each annual term. Dues are voluntary per the 

Plan, but all members, both Voting and Associate, are encouraged to pay the 

annual dues.  The amount of the dues shall be as determined by the Voting 

Membership and shall be in force for the calendar year from January 1 

through December 31 of each year.  

 Section 6.  The Committee shall determine whether there shall  be  

voluntary filing fees for participation in any mass meetings or caucuses, or 

conventions, for application for membership, or for recognition as a 

Democratic candidate for any special election, primary, or general election 

within the jurisdiction of Prince George County.  The Committee shall 

determine the amount of such filing fees. “However, no party member shall 

be excluded from participation in a convention because of not paying a fee.  

Any Democrat who desires to participate in a convention but who chooses not 

to pay the requested fee shall be permitted to participate.” (Section 14.4 of the 

Plan) 

Article IV 

Officers 

Section 1. Officers of the Committee shall include the Chairperson, 

Vice-Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Section 2. The officers shall be elected by the Voting Membership 

from among members according to Section 8.6 of the Plan.  

Section 3. The duties of the Chairperson (Chair) shall include presiding 

at all meetings, administering and exec adopted by the Committee. The Chair 

may appoint a Parliamentarian, Sergeant-at-Arms, and sub-committees, 

including chairpersons thereof. The Chair or the officer acting in the absence 

of the Chair may cancel a regular meeting due to inclement weather, sudden 
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loss of the meeting venue, or other such circumstances as make the meeting 

impossible or dangerous. The Chair shall be an ex officio member of all 

subcommittees. 

Section 4. The Vice-Chairperson (Vice-Chair) shall preside at 
meetings in the absence of the Chair, shall perform all duties delegated by 
the Chair and have the authority of the Chair when the latter is unable to act. 
The Vice-Chair shall assume the Chair should the position become vacant. 

Section 5. The duties of the Secretary shall include keeping a record 

of all meetings of the committee and proceedings thereof. This office shall 

keep a file of all reports and official correspondence and a current roll of 

the Voting Membership. The Secretary shall keep a record of attendance 

and immediately notify the Chair when a member has four (4) unexcused  

absences in any calendar year. Within five days of his or her election, the 

Secretary Shall submit to the Democratic Party of Virginia the names and 

contact information for the officers and members of the Committee. The 

secretary shall submit a list of any changes to the committee list every 6 

months thereafter until the next committee election. The Secretary is 

responsible for notifying the membership of all meetings, shall conduct all 

correspondence and perform such duties as pertain to this office. 

Section 6. The duties of the Treasurer shall include administering the 
funds of the Committee, exercising general supervision over the income and 
expenditures, as well as insuring that all Committee bills are paid in a timely 
manner. The Treasurer shall report the financial condition of the Committee 
at each scheduled meeting. The Treasurer shall collect the annual dues from 
Committee members and communicate to the Secretary which are members 
are in good standing. The Treasurer shall pay to the Central Committee the 
annual dues assessed on the local Committee by the due date required by the 
Central Committee. The Treasurer shall submit to the Chair, not later than 
the 31 st day of December of each year, a detailed written report of all 
receipts and expenditures of the Committee. This report shall be presented to 
the Committee at its next scheduled meeting. 

Section 7. The officers shall constitute the Executive Committee and at 

the discretion of the President, may meet as an executive committee as needed 

for the purpose of administering the Committee, planning Committee events, 

and may approve use of Committee funds up to the amount of $300 for any 
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Committee project or event.  Executive Committee Meetings shall be open to 

the Committee members and seven (7) days’ notice of such meetings shall be 

provided to the Membership.  

Article V 

Meetings 

Section 1. The Committee shall meet on the first Thursday of each month.  

Additional meetings may be held provided Notice is provided to the Voting 

Membership. 

Section 2. Special meetings of the Committee may be called by the Chair 

upon Notice to the Voting Membership.  

Section 3.  Notice per the Plan shall be at least 7 days prior to any convention, 

caucus, meeting. (Does not pertain to primaries.)  Committees shall post such 

notice “using channels of communication typically used by the committee, 

and which shall provide the widest dissemination within its jurisdiction. 

Committees are required to post Notice on either their own committee web 

site, congressional district web site or the DPVA webs site and provide a 

press release to all relevant newspapers of general circulation. Committees 

are encouraged, but not required, to use other opportunities to disseminate 

this information to all interested parties, as they are able, including a variety 

of social media, e-mail databases and distribution to relevant television and 

radio outlets.” (Section 9.1 of the Plan) 

Section 3.  Thirty percent (30%) of the members of the Voting 

Membership shall constitute a quorum at Committee meetings. 

Section 4. A simple majority of members present and voting shall be 

necessary for passage of all motions or resolutions by the Committee 

presuming a quorum is present with the exception of bylaws amendments. 

Section 5. Per Section 10.1 of the Plan no proxy voting is allowed. 

Section 6.  The Party Plan of the Democratic Party of Virginia shall 

govern all Committee meetings.   In the event the Party Plan does not provide 

authority on a procedural issue, then Robert’s Rules of Order shall be applied. 
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Article VI 

Amending By-Laws 

Section 1. These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote 

of the Voting Membership present and eligible to vote, at any regular or 
special meeting. 

 

 

Approved: 3 March 2016. 
 

_____________________________ 

Robert L. Woodward, Secretary 


